
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION COMMEMORATED WITH
DELIVERY OF NEW PETITIONS OPPOSING ENDESA’S DAM PLANS

A diverse group of citizens will gather this Wednesday, March 15th at 3 pm, at
the office of the Superintendent of Electricity and Fuels – SEC in order to deliver more
than 20 additional petitions in opposition to Endesa’s solicitation for a Provisional
Electrical Concession, a prerequisite for beginning preliminary studies for the Aysén
Hydroelectric Project.

The delegation will be comprised of Kris McDivitt Tompkins (Chacabuco Ranch
Ecological Reserve), Víctor Hugo Puchi (land owner in the Baker region) and his
lawyer Alvaro Varela; Juan Roth (Patagonia Baker Lodge), and environmentalists
Flavia Liberona and Juan Pablo Orrego, of the NGO Ecosistemas, among others. At
the same time, local organizations and farmers will deliver their opposition petitions to
the SEC office in Coyhaique, in the Patagonia region.

The latest round of opposition petitions affirms the right of all Chilean citizens –
not only those whose lands would be directly affected by the hydroelectric dams – to
participate in the official process, including eventual environmental studies for Endesa’s
project in Aysén. In effect, the Spanish electric company has tried to limit the range of
complainants eligible to register oppositions with the SEC. Despite this fact, it is evident
that the catastrophes the project would cause would extend beyond the river basins it
plans to flood, affecting the entire Aysén region. Besides, the project would affect
national public use areas (water, rivers, and lakes), and public lands of importance to
all Chileans, and therefore Endesa’s project would affect all citizens, who should have
the right to become involved, beginning with the right to present petitions in opposition
to Endesa’s plans for feasibility studies for the dam projects.

To follow up today’s action, the environmentalists will go to the presidential
palace to request a meeting with the President’s Chief of Staff, Paulina Veloso to
inform her of the potential impacts and risks of Endesa’s Aysén project, and of the
urgent need for a broad public debate regarding the projects and the national energy
policy.

These activities in Chile are part of events taking place on the International Day
of Action against Dams. Two-thirds of the world’s rivers have been dams, generating
impacts which include changes in the quality, composition, and temperature of their
waters, leading even to the biological death of rivers, the fragmentation of ecosystems,
the reduction of biodiversity, the release of greenhouse gases, and the displacement of
communities, resulting in serious long-term social, cultural, and economic impacts..
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